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Like most cities in Switzerland, present-day Basel was shaped particularly by urban planning decisions made between 1940
and 1970: With the underlying goal of modernization, new transport infrastructures were built to make cities more
accessible to cars. To this end, several so-called ‘Korrektionspläne’ were drawn up for Basel that proposed the construction
of automobile traffic axes through the Old Town. Overall, these plans were not fully executed, since urban planning that
prioritized private cars was met with increasing criticism. Nevertheless, the planned road system left a mark and partial
implementations can still be seen today. We use GIS to trace these fragments in the urban fabric. By reading the city
structure as a palimpsest to expose the superimposition of temporal layers that each convey different sociopolitical ideas,
we critically engage with narratives about the history of Basel.
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